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Archives

Material Type:

Textual records
Graphic material

Date Range:

1971-1990

Part Of:

Christine (Chris) Bearchell fonds

Creator:

Christine (Chris) Bearchell

Fonds Number:

F0117

Language:

English

Physical Description:

145.5 cm of textual records
44 photographs
11 slides
1 audio cassette

Extent:

14.6 m

History /
Biographical:
Chris Bearchell's career as a dyke dynamo covers nearly three decades, two of which the
archives holds. Chris began writing for Toronto's Body Politic (TBP) in 1975, often as the 'only
lesbian'; she joined the governing collective in 1978 and stayed until the paper's demise in
1987. In 1987 she helped found Epicene, a gay news magazine that only published for the year.
Hugely influential, and an unrelenting activist, she was a key player with the Coalition for Gay
Rights in Ontario, and acted as Chair of the Committee to Defend John Damien, a racing
steward fired in 1975 solely for being gay.
Even after the newspapers demise, her influence did not wane. An astute analyst of
pornography, she made her own - and passionately opposed censorship. She has consistently
fought for the rights of queer kids, whatever their orientation. Unrelenting, loud, and infinitely
proud, Chris' influence continued to be felt in Canada's queer community until her untimely
death in 2007 (Portions taken from the National Portrait Collection induction statement).
Scope and Content:
The fonds consists of the records created by Bearchell during two decades of her work in gay
activism. This includes her work with two publications: The Body Politic (TBP), Canada’s gay
liberation newspaper, from 1976-1987, and her work with Epicene in 1987, a gay publication
following the end of TBP. The fonds also includes her work with other organizations, most
notably the Coalition for Gay Rights in Ontario (CGRO), the Committee to Defend John
Damien, and the Young Socialists/League for Socialist Action. There is correspondence,
research notes, notebooks, news clippings, manuscripts, newsletters, reports, press releases,
research articles, and inter-office memos.
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Access Restrictions:

Most of the records are open. Any restrictions are specified in the access
field of the file.

Conservation:

Records were re-housed in acid free folders. All staples and metal clips
were removed.

Arrangement:

Original order was maintained where possible. Materials which were not
in folders or which had been housed in untitled folders had order imposed
where necessary to make the records more searchable. The records in
each series were arranged alphabetically.
Contains 4 series:
1-Personal
2-Gay Groups
3-The Body Politic
3.1-Staffing
3.2-Governance
3.3-Correspondence and Manuscripts
3.4-Research and Notes
4-Epicene
4.1-Governance and Subscriptions
4.2-Issue Plans and Drafts
4.3-Article Research and Drafts

Description Level:

Fonds

Accession Number:

1983-016, 1985-009, 1995-002
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